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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
In October, I attended a meeting of the Western Expansion Area Stakeholders Group (WEASG). This is a consultation forum, sponsored by
Milton Keynes Partnership (MKP), and it is attended by representatives of Milton Keynes Council, Parish Councils, Thames Valley Police and
other agencies.
The purpose of this group is to examine housing development plans well before any formal planning application is made by the developer,
and to comment where necessary.
The subject on the agenda was Phase One of the new development in Tattenhoe Park – a total of 164 houses.
The developer is Living Villages Ltd., and as their name suggests, they specialise in village style developments, re-creating communities in
clusters around open spaces – a bit like village greens.
Living Villages is a small developer, based in Shropshire, with previous small-scale projects in Cornwall, Scotland and Shropshire. This is
their first venture in Milton Keynes.
Overall, the style of housing is attractive, with contemporary features mixing well with pseudo period designs. However, not all is rosy in
the garden! Turn to page 4 to see, in greater detail, what is planned.
Coincidently, following my attendance at this WEASG meeting, I was invited to contribute to a meeting of the External Scrutiny Panel, which
was looking into the workings of both the Stakeholder and Placemaking Groups. This panel is made up of Ward Councillors, and it meets
regularly to scrutinise the activities of external agencies that impact on the affairs of Milton Keynes Council. Previously, the panel has
investigated Thames Valley Police, the Fire Authority, and Anglian Water.
When my turn came to speak, I made it very clear that both of these groups offered a valuable opportunity to interested parties, to offer
constructive comment on future building developments before the JCB’s move in when it will be too late. Residents of Kingsmead will
remember the successful termination of an inappropriate development planned for Kingsmead South earlier this year. This would not have
happened if these groups did not exist.
Hopefully I was successful in persuading the panel to leave well alone.

David Livingstone
Chairman
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What’s On
British Thyroid Foundation Local Support Group
hold meetings every three months with informative speakers.
Saturday 8th March, 7th June, 6th September and 6th December.
10:30 am at The Pavilion, Open University, Milton Keynes.
More information from: Brenda on: 01908 502214
EL Club Español – Fun Spanish Clubs for Children aged 4-10
Every Saturday morning.
10-11am & 11am-12 noon
Thursdays
5-6pm
No experience necessary
Emerson Valley Community Centre
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759 287206 for further information
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays
6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays
6.30-8pm
7-9pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
Scouts (age 10-14) Fridays

6-7pm
6.30-8pm
7.15-9.15pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays
5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays
6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays
7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
7-a-side Football For Fun
Every Tuesday evening.
8-9pm
Anyone welcome, male or female, and any skill level, though being able to
kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16 or over, but no upper limit.
£3.00 per week.
Shenley Brook End School (Astro-turf, all weather pitch)
More info from Tim, 16 Leonards Lee. 01908 522739
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people. Everybody is welcome, young,
Shenley Brook End Village Hall
old, male or female.

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays, commencing at 7.15pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite Westfriers).

Full Parish Council
Dec 15

Jan 26(09) Feb 23(09)

Dec None

Jan 12 (09) Feb 9 (09)

Mar 23(09)

Community Committee
Mar 9 (09)

Planning & Environment Committee
Dec 1

Jan 5 (09)

Feb 2 (09)

Mar 2 (09)

Members of the public are welcome at any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, you can just turn up but it is a good idea to contact
the clerk on 01908 521538 or clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
beforehand to make sure that there have not been any changes to the
date and/or venue since going to press.

Le Club Francais – For 3-9 year-olds
Every Saturday morning.
9.30am-12.30pm
No experience necessary
Shenley Brook End Village Hall
Call Julie on 561349 for further information

Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon.
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome
Call Mo on 690235 or Sylvia on 569165 for information

2.15-5pm

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning.
10.30am-12noon
Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening.
6.30-7.30pm.Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Margaret on 231764 for information
Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd Tuesday afternoon of every month except August.
2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps of
square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month
Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract

To publicise an event in our FREE What’s On listing, send
details to:
The Clerk, Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council,
6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes
MK4 4DE
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Can We Help You?
Grants are available from the Parish Council
Any group, society, playgroup, or charitable organisation in the
Parish, or benefiting residents of the Parish, can apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant will be
put to good use, we are only too happy to help. Contact the Clerk in
the first instance.
We will also provide space in The Parish News to publicise the work
of organisations receiving grants. We can include an article from any
organisation that benefits the community, irrespective of grant
applications. Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is
willing to publicise anything that helps local residents, so please let us
know about it.
Contact the Clerk by e-mail at clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
or telephone 01908 521538. Alternatively, you can write to the clerk
at the address at the foot of page 3.

For advertising details, contact the Clerk on 01908 521538
To contribute to The Parish News, please write to:
The Clerk, Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes MK4 4DE
You can e-mail us at: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Visit our website at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.ukk
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council does not endorse any goods or services advertised in The Parish News

FINAL COPY DATE: February 2nd 2009
Anything received after this date will not be accepted for the next issue
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NEW DEVELOPMENT IN
TATTENHOE PARK
As briefly commented upon
in my report on page 2, I
attended a meeting of the
Western Expansion Area
Stakeholders Group, to look
at early plans for the first
phase of this major development. In total, over 1,600
houses will be built in Tattenhoe Park; this phase will
see 164 houses built.
First, the good news. The outline plans show attractive designs. The
developer – Living Villages, has succeeded in creating pleasing
external elevations, using traditional materials. Internally, walls will
be thick, and cavaties insulated with recycled newspapers to give a
high level of insulation.
Other features include:
• Wide use of passive solar space, to provide high levels of natural
light.
• Wood burning fires.
• Flexible internal construction to allow
for future needs.
• Balconies.
• Broadband connections in all houses.
• Solar panels and heat recovery systems.
• Extensive use of natural materials, sourced locally.
Now, the not so good news!
• No garages. Car ports located in clusters. Serious issues of
security.
• Lots of timber cladding, which raises maintenance issues.
• No attics. Roof space used for accommodation.
• Priority given to pedestrians.
Perhaps the most controversial feature is the plan to establish a
Management Company, whose members would be local residents. This
would take over a number of important
functions currently the responsibility of Milton
Keynes Council. These responsibilities would
include maintenance of all open spaces, and a
number of other roles not yet fully specified.
To fund this Management Company, residents
would pay an annual surcharge, suggested at
around £150-£200. This sounds like a kind of
Council Tax, and I question whether residents
will support this. If this goes ahead, it will be
a first for Milton Keynes. This idea raises a whole raft of potential
problems, such as:
• Double taxation - paying another charge, in return for what?
• Who determines responsibilities, and who do you complain to if
things aren’t done?
• Have residents the time, or inclination to attend meetings,
appoint representatives, and behave like company directors?
• Where would this Management Company meet? Would it have its
own office, and staff?
I have serious doubts about this proposal, and would need some
strong arguments to persuade me that such a plan is needed, or
viable.
And finally, the developer has admitted that because of the
construction methods, and the significant emphasis on “green”
ecological features, these houses will be between 20 and 25% more
expensive that similar properties elsewhere in MK. It remains to be
seen if future buyers are prepared to pay such a premium, particularly
if the current housing market continues to prove difficult in the near
future.
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We will continue to keep residents informed of future progress. In
the meantime, if you have web access, you might like to visit the
developer’s website www.livingvillage.com.

David Livingstone
Chairman

New Planning Rules for
Extensions
Under new regulations that came into
force on 1 October 2008 an extension
or addition to your home is considered
to be permitted development, not
requiring an application for planning
permission, subject to the following
limits and conditions:

• No more than half the area of land around the “original house”*
would be covered by additions or other buildings.No extension
forward of the principal elevation or side elevation fronting a
highway.
• No extension to be higher than the highest part of the roof.
• Maximum depth of a single-storey rear extension of three metres
for an attached house and four metres for a detached house.
• Maximum height of a single storey rear extension of four metres.
• Maximum depth of a rear extension of more than one storey of
three metres including ground floor.
• Maximum eaves height of an extension within two metres of the
boundary of three metres.
• Maximum eaves and ridge height of extension no higher than
existing house.
• Side extensions to be single storey with maximum height of four
metres and width no more than half that of the original house.
• Two-storey extensions no closer than seven metres to rear
boundary.
• Roof pitch of extensions higher than one storey to match existing
house.
• Materials to be similar in appearance to the existing house.
• No verandas, balconies or raised platforms.
• Upper-floor, side-facing windows to be obscure-glazed; any
opening to be 1.7m above the floor.
• On designated land* no permitted development for rear extensions
of more than one storey.
• On designated* land no cladding of the exterior.
• On designated* land no side extensions.
* The term “original house” means the house as it was first built or
as it stood on 1 July 1948 (if it was built before that date).
Although you may not have built an extension to the house, a
previous owner may have done so.
* Designated land includes national parks and the Broads, Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, conservation areas and World Heritage
Sites.
N.B. Most extensions of properties require approval under the
Building Regulations.
More information can be obtained on the internet by going to the
Planning Portal website :
www.planningportal.gov.uk/england/genpub/en/
Click on ‘Household planning rules’ >’find out more’> and launch the
user friendly interactive guide. This will highlight different aspects of
the property, either internal or external and show the relevant
regulations. For those with a wider interest in planning matters this
site is a mine of information.

Keith Thomas

SHENLEY BROOK END & TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL

BAB needs volunteers to help in the eye clinic
at Milton Keynes Hospital
BAB is the county organisation that provides help and an
extensive range of services to anyone with serious sight loss within
Bucks and Milton Keynes.
The volunteers talk to the patients, offer useful information about
the help that BAB can provide and generally be a helping hand to
people who may be struggling to learn how to live their everyday
lives whilst suffering from some loss of sight.
Could this be you?
•
good listening skills
•
comfortable talking to new people
•
sensitive to patients’ needs
•
2 hours per week to spare
If so, we would love to hear from you.
Full training and support is given. Travel expenses are reimbursed.
For more information, please contact –
Jane Diggory
Hospital Information Service Co-ordinator on: 01296 487556

Parish Warden’s Report
RUBBISH, RUBBISH, RUBBISH
Most of my articles probably are the same as this title but something that
seems to have increased around the parish recently is people trying to
put their rubbish bags out too early. Some people have even been
putting their bags of rubbish out just after the collection has already
been. This is not acceptable and you could end up with a fixed penalty
notice issued by Milton Keynes Council Enforcement Team. The other
problem when rubbish bags are put out early is that they can attract
RATS!!, especially when left out for a period of time. Refuse sacks provide
all the elements that rats need to survive: food, shelter and water. Other
animals love to try and get into refuse sacks and this can also cause more
mess in your street.
The collection days for each estate are:
Wednesday: Furzton, Shenley Brook End, Tattenhoe
Thursday: Emerson Valley, Kingsmead, Shenley Lodge, Westcroft
Your bags should go out after 7am on the day of collection but I think it
is acceptable to put out your bags out late at night on the evening before
if you can’t put it out after 7am.
I will try to speak to people who do put their bags out earlier but if I
cannot make contact, I will report offending addresses to MKC
Enforcement Officers.
If you have excess rubbish bags and you can’t wait until collection day,
please take them to your local community recycling centre – closest one to
us is at Bleak Hall.
Large and bulky items can be collected, by arrangement, from your
property by calling 01908 252578. Items collected free of charge include
fridges, freezers, beds, wardrobes, tables, chairs, cookers, washing
machines and other items. If you are not sure if your item will be collected
for free just ring the number above and check. Please ensure that these
items are left on your property and not anywhere else as it can take from
1 -10 days to be collected.
Please ensure that you are considerate to all your neighbours and put your
refuse bags out at the correct times.
If you have any issues or if you find anything you would like to discuss
with me then please either ring me on 07970902357 or email
warden@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Mark Webber

DID YOU KNOW……
The Parish Council is the largest provider of allotments in the
borough, with eight sites in active use and a further one
currently being developed.

GET YOUR PINK SACKS HERE!!

As a service to residents, the Parish Office now holds supplies
of pink re-cycling sacks. These are available Monday to
Friday, 9.30am to 4pm.
Give the office a call on 521538 to check that staff are
available, before you set out.

The office is located in
The Mall, alongside
Morrisons, in Westcroft
District Centre, next to
Thames Valley Police.

Parish Warden
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Community Committee
Report

Planning & Environment
Committee Report

Can we make Christmas brighter for a project near you?

As always, issues relating to allotments have featured on our
agenda. Security has been a problem on some sites, due to a
proliferation of copied keys, and, where necessary, it has been
agreed to fit new padlocks.
Despite strict rules with regard to the lighting of fires in
allotments there have been a number of complaints from residents
about inconsiderate bonfires. As a result, MKC Environmental
Health threatened abatement notices with a risk of potential
prosecution if these continue. Allotment holders have been warned
that they stand to lose their plots if they do not comply, and
bonfires have now been prohibited on some sites.
We have been successful in agreeing with MKC the provision of
additional zig zag markings outside local schools. It remains to be
seen whether these discourage illegal parking and whether the
matter is properly policed.
Following a recommendation from the committee, it has been
agreed by full council that, at the appropriate time, the parish
council will provide, free of charge, spring flowering bulbs to any
local groups who would be prepared to organise planting on verges
and open spaces within their areas. So watch this space for further
information.
As a continuing part of our environmental initiatives, a volunteer
force of local residents set to and cleared the Shenley Lodge ponds
in late October. This is reported in greater detail elsewhere.
At our October meeting we reviewed MKC’s strategies for buses,
parking and transport. Responses to these have been forwarded to
the relevant departments. Parking continues to be a major issue
and ideas such as multi-storey car parks on the perimeter of the
Centre are being ‘floated’. In the short term however parking
charges seem to be the likely weapon in attempting to ‘encourage’
people onto public transport.
On the subject of public transport we have welcomed suggestions
for ‘Real Time Passenger Information’ on selected bus stops and
‘off bus ticketing’ to speed up services. We have however objected
to proposals to site bus stops on the carriageway rather than in
lay bys.
As you will see from the article on page 4 the rules regarding the
need for planning permission for certain types of house extensions
changed on 1st October 2008. Since this relaxes the regulations in
a number of respects it is likely that the planning aspect of this
committee’s brief will reduce. It is to be hoped that this change
does not result in unsightly extensions appearing around the
place!
As you will see from the piece on page 4, proposals for Phase 1 of
Tattenhoe Park have been released. This will no doubt come
forward for public consultation at some stage and will be closely
studied by this committee.
Sadly, the Council and this committee will loose a tremendous
fund of experience and expertise with the resignation of Eric
Cooper. His contribution to the work of this committee and the
council in general over nearly 10 years will be greatly missed.

A prime objective of the Community Committee is to evaluate and make
grants to projects and activities that support the residents of the parish.
We have allocated over six thousand pounds to worthwhile projects already
this year and there are still funds available for allocation this year.
The process is very simple, just ring, email or write to the clerk at the
Parish Office for a simple application form. One of our more recent grants
was to the Milton Keynes Orchestra which is working exclusively with one
of our schools, Emerson Valley Combined School to bring music
appreciation to youngsters. The theme this year is animals, and a concert
will be held in February next year.

On your bike!
We have also had the good fortune be given four bicycles by the Thames
Valley Police. These full size bicycles are of a high specification, robust and
manufactured by Smith and Wesson, no doubt a familiar name. We are
looking for a group or a school or a worthwhile project that can use these
bikes. These are much sought after objects and if you would like one or
more of them here is what you need to do:
Send to the Parish Office at the address above or via email, details of any
project that you believe could use a bike or bikes to best advantage. Send
as much detail as possible. The closing date is January 20th and the
applications will be judged by the full Parish Council and awarded to the
best deserving project by vote.
The bicycles themselves will have to be taken as seen and we would
recommend that the bicycles are checked by a competent person to ensure
that they are in proper working order. I would like to close by wishing you
seasons greetings and a safe festive season and do not drink and drive.

Neil Warden
Chairman, Community Committee

Giles
Brook
School
Is looking for a community governor.
Can you help?
Are you an enthusiastic person that cares
about children’s education?

Keith Thomas

If so then we would like to meet you.

Chairman Planning & Environment Committee

For more information please contact:
Giles Brook School
on 09108 507627
or email the school on:
gilesbrook@milton-keynes.gov.uk
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DID YOU KNOW……
This Parish Council has an extensive programme of activities for
young people. Such as:
• Basketball coaching every Monday 5.30pm –6.30pm.
• Football on Astroturf every Wednesday 5pm to 6pm, boys 11
to 14 years.
• Fun football on Astroturf Thursdays 5pm to 6pm.
Have a look on our website for the full programme, or call our
Youth & Community Worker, Andy Ridgway on 07970 902570

SHENLEY BROOK END & TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL

CLEAN UP AT THE OLD BEAMS PONDS
On a sunny day in October, some twenty residents
turned out to carry out a major clean up at the
attractive ponds, just behind The Old Beams pub in
Shenley Lodge. Under the professional guidance of
Chris Coppock, Milton Keynes Council’s Countryside and
Wildlife Officer, the team got stuck in!
Over twenty sacks of litter and rubbish were filled, and
huge swathes of vegetation cut back to improve the
general appearance of the site.
Chris Coppock provided the tools, including waders for those brave enough to take to the water, and made sure that enthusiastic
workers cut back the correct plants and trees!!
This is the third year that this event has taken place. Local resident, Neil Cutland is
the driving force behind it, and this year leaflets were delivered to some 200 nearby
houses, inviting residents to come along. Commenting, Neil said, “It’s amazing to see
just what can be achieved in a couple of hours. This is the kind of thing that brings
communities together, and I’d like to thank everyone who turned up.”
Another clean up is planned for next year, so why not come along?

David Livingstone

Street Football Tournament
Comes to Our Parish

Supporting Growth in the
Parish

For three years young people have been
coming together in their half term holidays
to compete in the MK Street Football Project. This last half
term it took place at Tattenhoe Pavilion for the first time and
was a fantastic success. Over 200 young men were involved in
the football part of the day and many more enjoyed the other
activities available including ‘beat the keeper’ and pumpkin
carving.

Hi, I’m Tim Simmonds and I am volunteering one day a week
with the Parish Council Youth Team. I
am currently training for my youth
work degree on a course based in
London and as part of this, I was
placed with Shenley Christian
Fellowship for two years. My degree
also requires me to gain experience in community youth work
and this part of my placement has been working with the
Youth Team.

With six individual
competitions splitting
groups between the
ages of 8-19 years, the
event
was
very
inclusive providing for
young people from
across Milton Keynes
and created a friendly but competitive day. The winners of each
group were treated to a ticket to see the MK Dons play
Hereford, courtesy of the MK Dons FC.
The event was organised by a multi agency group with
representatives from Make A Difference (MAD), Milton Keynes
Council, Nacro, Sports Development, the Berks and Bucks FA
and your Parish Council. MAD also provided16 young volunteers
who gave up the Friday of their half term to help support the
event and ensure it ran smoothly.
Planning for the next event has already started and we are
pleased to announce it will be held once again at Tattenhoe
during the half term week in February 2009. For more
information about volunteering for next year’s event check out
the MAD website at www.mad-uk.org or contact
youthleader@shenleybrookend.gov.uk -

I am originally from Stafford and have been involved in lots
of different types of youth work since I left school. Two years
ago I spent my gap year working with Oasis youth service
delivering a range of work from school-based faith work to
working with a range of churches as well as volunteering at a
number of youth clubs. I currently work Tuesday evenings
with the Youth Team and have supported football sessions,
junior youth club, teaching in schools, games in the park and
a range of detached work. I am now working closely with
Andy and Alex to plan a new session for Furzton.
Working with the Youth Team is great fun and has given me a
really good chance to see, and get involved in, every level of
youth work that the Parish Council provides for the
community. I have learned a lot from the team and I hope
that I continue to do so until my placement ends in the
summer.
If you see me around the Parish then why not come up and
say hello!

Tim
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SHENLEY BROOK END & TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL

West Flank Inter-Agency Family Fun and Information Day a Great Success
During the October half term the West Flank Interagency group organised
and ran a very successful fun and information day based at Shenley Brook
End School. A wide range of fun activities was available on the day
including circus skills, junk modelling, mask making, fantasy dip, face
painting, a visit from the emergency services, and a terrific bouncy castle.
The day also offered stalls from 20 organisations that are operating on the
West Flank of Milton Keynes along with a free prize draw. Prizes were
donated form local businesses including Tesco (Shenley Brook End),
McDonalds, Boots, QS Extra, Cllr Chris Williams, the Focus Team, and Shenley
Leisure Centre. A free prize draw is a great way of drawing people to the
event and the interagency group would like to express our gratitude for all
donations received.
A group made up of staff from Shenley Brook End Parish Council, Sure Start,
Shenley Church End Parish Council, Milton Keynes Councils Community
Development and Extended Services have been running family fun days
over the half term holidays for the past two years. They felt it would be a
good idea to include stalls at this event so that parents could also access
support and information while enjoying the activities provided for
children.
These events also act as great places for residents in the area to meet new
people. For this event we were very lucky to have a range of refreshments
available on the day provided by the West Flank Churches. This gave visitors
the chance to sit, relax, chat and socialise as well as engaging in the fun
activities creating a very welcoming inclusive atmosphere for all.
The event was about bringing together a range of people from across the
West Flank of Milton Keynes, providing positive activities and letting them
know what is going on in their area. With over 300 people in total attending
the day, we feel it easily met its aims and from the positive evaluations
everyone seemed to have really enjoyed the day. Remember to keep an eye
out for future events organised by this group throughout the 2009 school
holidays.
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A MISERABLE CHRISTMAS
FOR BURGLARS
In the frantic run up to the festive season, it is easy to forget to take
simple precautions to keep your home safe and to make sure your
presents go to your nearest and dearest and not to the local
criminals. This year residents in the Wolverton/Shenley Brook
End/Tattenhoe sector are asked to ensure that these miserable
offenders have a miserable Christmas. Wolverton/Westcroft Police
Neighbourhood Sector will be stepping up their effort to prevent
burglaries and arrest offenders but need the help of all residents to
take extra precautions to keep their home and their property safe.

Make it difficult for a burglar to get round to the back of your house.
Padlock side gates. Raise your fence. Use trellis and prickly planting.
Have PIR or dusk to dawn lights around your house.
Keep your back door locked and bolted.
Have lights on timers and sensors in your home. Never leave your house in
darkness when you are not in. Leave your radio or TV on.
Mark your property with a permanent visual marking (postcode and door
number) and an invisible DNA marking like SmartWater. Put signs up to
say that all your property is security marked and traceable – this makes it
very hard for the burglar to ‘sell on’ and less likely to target your house.

A few points to remember –

At night time, check that every window and door is locked. When you go
to bed, take with you your handbag, wallet, laptop and anything else that
is valuable and moveable.

Never leave gifts in view of the street. If they are under the tree, keep
them away from the window – use blinds and curtains to prevent the
burglar looking in.

Never open your door to a stranger, particularly at night. If you believe it
is a genuine caller, insist on an appointment. Check ID. Have someone
with you when they come.

When you are shopping, don’t leave gifts in view in your car. The best way
to ensure that your car is not damaged, is to leave it empty. If there is
anything in view, thieves will be tempted to take it – particularly a sat nav,
parcel, jacket etc. A sat nav holder or even the marks on the windscreen
will encourage a thief to smash a window to look for the sat nav.

If you are going away, ask neighbours to keep an eye on your home. Set
your alarm. Cancel newspapers etc. Have lights on in the house.

When you are out shopping, keep your bag zipped up and your wallet in an
inside pocket. You might want a bell on your purse to warn you if it is
taken.

Wolverton/Westcroft police will be doing everything in their power to
deter criminals from operating in your area – with your help it will be a
miserable Christmas for these miserable offenders.

Keep your home extra safe. Install a house alarm. Set it every time you
leave the house and every night.

If you would like to speak to a crime reduction advisor at TVP, phone
01908 324623

Make sure all your doors and windows can be locked with a key. Keylock
your front door when you are in the house and whenever you leave it.
(PVCu doors can be opened with a screwdriver if they are not locked with
the key).

HAVE A VERY HAPPY AND SAFE CHRISTMAS -

Keep keys out of sight but accessible in case of emergency. Could your
letterbox be used to open your door or hook out your keys? Never leave
door keys, car keys, handbags etc. near your letterbox or cat flap.
A burglar can get in through a dog flap.

MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be
what you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counselling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan
to pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as
much of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if
your parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your
inheritance that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.
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Remember – if someone offers you a cheap laptop, TV, jewellery or other
goods – it has very likely been stolen from another innocent person. Don’t
buy it – report it to the police on 0845 8505505.

Jan Hodgkinson
Crime Reduction Advisor
01908 324623

SHENLEY BROOK END & TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL

Shenley Christian
Fellowship
warmly invites you to join our
Christmas celebrations:
Sunday December 21st.
10.30 - 11.30:
Shenley Brook End School, Walbank Grove.
Family service featuring "It's A Party" Christmas production
– children and young people taking part.
4.30 - 5.20:
Shenley Brook End village hall, Church End Road.
Traditional carol service – carols, readings, music.
Repeated at 6.30.
Come to one or the other! (4.30 – especially suitable for
families and children).
Refreshments in between and after second service.
Christmas Day.
10.30 till 11.15 Christmas Day celebration!
Shenley Brook End School.
To get more details, or to find out more about us: look at
www.scf-mk.org.uk or phone 01908 504299.
Remember Jesus – the gift of hope!!

SHENLEY BROOK END VILLAGE
HALL - FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Development at Westcroft
Plans are now being prepared for development of the final
section of Westcroft. Section 16 covers the area between
Cranborne Drive/Sissinghurst Drive and from Edzell Crescent to
the old Whaddon Road. Outline planning consent has been in
place for some years and a development scheme was approved
some time ago. That developer has now withdrawn and a new
scheme is coming forward.
The area will be developed by McCann Homes and will consist of
67 traditional style properties, which is the same number as the
previously approved application. The houses are designed to be
in keeping with the existing housing. McCann have provided us
with preliminary drawings, which can be viewed by appointment
at the parish office. A planning application will be submitted in
December and the normal consultation process will follow when
the drawings will again be available for viewing.

No Road to the Inn
Residents living in Osier Lane, Shenley Lodge complained to the
Parish Council that motorists were trying to get to The Old Beams
pub, by driving up Osier Lane, which is a cul-de-sac, with no
vehicular access to the pub car park.
This may be due to faulty sat
nav instructions. As a result,
cars were turning in driveways
and causing a minor nuisance.
Your Parish Council contacted
Ward Councillor, Jenni Ferrans
with a request for help.
Within ten days the pictured
sign was erected on Faraday
Drive.
Not exactly rocket science, but a small step towards making life
easier for residents. Our thanks to Jenni for her prompt action.

Christmas Prize Bingo
The “ever popular” Christmas Prize Bingo is being held at
the Village Hall on Sunday 14th December 4 - 6 All
welcome (under new management)

Christmas Car ols at the Village Hall
A traditional Christmas event for all ages, presented by the
Christian Fellowship, will take place on Sunday 21st
December inside the hall(see above for times). Come and
join us to listen and sing along,to your favourite carols.

David Livingstone

DID YOU KNOW……
This is the largest Parish Council in Milton Keynes, with a
population of 22,500 people in 9,800 dwellings, covering eight
grid squares!

Buggyfit in Tattenhoe!
Buggyfit is a great way to get in shape after your new arrival.

Quiz night at the Village Hall
Saturday 24th January 2009 7pm for 7.30pm Start
£6 Adults, £3.50 Children (under 12).
Includes hot supper, bring your own drink.
Don’t worry if you don’t have a team, friendly people to
join you ~ lots of fun ~ to book tickets please ring
Geraldine on 01908 867107 (Quiz tickets only)

A combination of brisk walking and simple strengthening and
toning exercise this fun class removes the need for a babysitter as
you bring baby along with you! All you need is a baby in a buggy.
Classes are taking place every Tuesday, 10.00am – 11.15am.
We meet at the Tattenhoe car park off Rosemuillion Avenue off the
V2 Tattenhoe Street.
Classes cost £2 per person per session.
Please note, mothers need to have had their six week post natal
GP check before attending.
For more information call Kirsty Heath on 01908 254456.
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Priory Rise School is Officially Opened!
Renowned children’s author Michael Morpugo OBE officially opened Priory Rise School
in Tattenhoe Park on Tuesday 21 October.
The ‘state of the art’ school, which was designed and delivered by Milton Keynes
Council in partnership with Rok builders, includes a full range of superb facilities
including, a 39 place nursery, an environmental area, landscaped courtyard, music
room, design technology room, modern library, parents/community room and an
orchard. A ground source heat pump, provides more environmentally friendly heating
all year round. The heat pump is part of a complete range of environmental measures
at the school, which include energy efficient cavity wall and roof insulation. The
school has the capacity to serve 420 pupils (plus nursery) who will join the register
as the Tattenhoe Park and Kingsmead areas develop. The nursery for children aged three and four will be opening on the site in
April 2009.
Headteacher Sue Cox said: “The children have settled in extremely well and are enjoying learning in such a new and vibrant
environment. We are absolutely thrilled and very privileged to have Michael Morpurgo open our new school . We recognise how
important good literacy skills are for children and we believe passionately
in inspiring children to develop a love of reading. It is therefore a
wonderful opportunity for our children to meet such an esteemed author
whom they greatly admire.”
Former Children’s Laureate, Mr Morpurgo was joined at the opening by local
MP Dr Phyllis Starkey, Cllr Sandra Clark, Cllr Sam Crooks and Mayor Cllr Jan
Lloyd, as well as school and council staff and pupils.
Michael Morpurgo and visitors were taken on a tour of the school to see
what the children have been working on since starting their new school.
Children enjoyed ‘an audience’ with Michael Morpurgo before the official
opening ribbon was cut. The day was then ‘topped off’ with a special after
school tea party which the children thoroughly enjoyed.

WESTCROFT HEALTH CENTRE
www.westcrofthealth.com

NEW APPOINTMENTS SYSTEM AT WESTCROFT HEALTH CENTRE
EASIER, FASTER ACCESS FOR OUR PATIENTS
On Monday 1st December Westcroft Health Centre will launch a new GP led telephone consultation system for ALL GP appointments.
The introduction of the new system will help the practice overcome the difficulties our patients experience when seeking a routine
appointment. We are also responding to the valuable feedback from patients who recently completed our access survey.
Patients will be able to make an appointment by telephoning the surgery and a GP will call them back. This will either be with their GP or
a practice nurse and it will be assessed whether the problem can be dealt with and resolved over the telephone. This system will mean that
patients are helped more quickly and need fewer visits to the surgery. Patients are also far more likely to speak to their own doctor without
having to wait for an appointment.
When calling the surgery patients will speak with a receptionist who will ask the caller to provide a very brief description of their
problem in order to assist our GPs and take a contact number on which the GP will ring back in an agreed time frame. Calls received
in the morning will generally be dealt with that morning. Later calls will be made in the afternoon or sometimes the following morning.
Urgent calls will be dealt with immediately.
The new system will not prevent patients booking appointments in advance. However, you will need to do this via your GP. For those
patients who prefer to walk in to the surgery to seek a routine appointment the same process will apply. The new system is designed to be
simple and efficient and will enable patients to access their GP speedily and have their health needs attended to promptly.
The four step process will look like this:

Can I have an
appointment?
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Reception
take details

GP
calls you back

•
•
•
•
•
•

Advice
Prescription
Appointment Made
Referred
Come in Now
See Nurse

SHENLEY BROOK END & TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL

Well Done MKC ‘Street Care’!
I had been muttering for ages about the fact that ‘they’ never
do anything about faulty street lights, broken road signs,
unfinished bits of roadwork etc, etc. you know the sort of thing.
Nothing major but irritating none the less, especially to a
grumpy old man like me!
For example, back in June this year workmen planted two yellow
posts on an access point to a
local redway to stop vehicles
using it - yes, even a Tesco
delivery van had a go!
(however that’s another
story).
They
dug
two
large
rectangular holes, planted
the posts in concrete and
went away leaving three inch
deep, two feet wide (at my age I am allowed to use feet and
inches) holes and four large traffic cones by way of warning. Four
months later the holes and the traffic cones were still there!
I went on and on muttering about it - then someone told me
about a wonderful Milton
Keynes facility called
STREET CARE. It’s part of
the main MK website and
there is a section where
you can report just about
anything from animals on
the highway, through
faulty street lights to noisy
neighbours! I decided to

give it a try so logged on to the website at www.miltonkeynes.gov.uk/street-care and a whole world of possibilities
opened up. I clicked on ‘redways’ and found a link to a report form
on which I could report ’damage to redways’. The form requires a
name, address, phone number and email address (if you have one)
and asks for the nature of the problem and its location.
I completed the form, clicked ‘send’. Within 24 hours I received a
confirmation email telling me that the matter had been passed to
the appropriate department and giving me a job number for
reference.
The next day to my
amazement two men and a
truck turned up and within
an hour the repair had been
effected.
Sceptic that I am I assumed
that this was a fluke so I
used the same system to
report a damaged road sign
on the Whitney roundabout.
Within 48 hours the sign had been taken away for repair.
All too often we complain about poor service but Street Care
deserves to be congratulated on its efficiency. I for one will make
full use of this service and would encourage others to do so. It is
very user friendly and seems to get things done.
Much better than muttering!

Not so Grumpy Old Man
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Community Centres in the Parish of
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

KINGSMEAD

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

South Furzton
Community Centre

Kingsmead
Community House

Egerton Gate,
Shenley Brook End

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton

37 Picton Street,
Kingsmead.

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
• Children’s Dance Classes
• Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
• Fusion After School Club • Karate for Children
• Puddles Pre-School • Sugar Guild
• Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)
• Weightwatchers

SHENLEY BROOK END

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall
Church End Road,
Shenley Brook End
Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530

Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre
• Brownies • Dance Group
• Fitness & Self-defence • Healing Group
• Mums & Tots • Nifty 60s • Red Dragon Karate

EMERSON VALLEY SOUTH

River Valley Centre
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
• Playgroup (Pre-School)
• Rainbows • Brownies • Guides
• Parent and Toddler • WeighTwatchers
• Mini-Strikers • Little Ninjas/Taekwondo
• Slimming World

EMERSON VALLEY NORTH

Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
• Chinese Community Groups
• Church Group • Ducklings Pre-school
• Kick-Boxing • Mothers & Toddlers
• Spanish & French Lessons
• SWASP After Schools Holiday Club
• Weightwatchers • Yoga

NORTH FURZTON

14

Regular Users of the Centre
• Musical Melodies
• Kingsmead Pre-school
• Parent & Toddler Group
(Tuesdays)
• New groups would be welcome
• Available for private hire

Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley

Regular Users of the Centre
• Busy Bees Mums & Tots
(9.30 - 11.30am Tuesdays)
• Acorns Mums & Tots
(9.45am - 12.15pm Thursdays)
• Kathy's Kiddies Musical Melodies
(9.30 - 11.30am Wednesdays)
• Hatha Yoga Stress Relief
(7.30 - 9.00am Thursdays)
• Ladies Dance Exercise Classes
(7.30 - 8.30pm Fridays)
• Aerobics/Pilates (6.30 - 8.30pm Wednesdays)
• Bingo (2 - 3.30pm Thursdays)
• Le Club Francais (9.30am - 12.30pm Saturdays)
• Impact After School Club
(3 - 6pm Monday - Friday)

Telephone for bookings:
Call Naveed Ahmed
on 01908 330251

TATTENHOE

Ridgeway
Community Centre

Tattenhoe Pavilion

Dulverton Drive, North Furzton

Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.

Telephone for bookings:
Call Mrs Luxon on 01908 503974

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038

Regular Users of the Centre

Regular Users of the Centre

• Beavers & Cubs • Geological Society
• Keyne Crafters • Maths & English Clubs
• Naiken System
• Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
• Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
• Square Dancing • Scottish Dance
• Taekwondo • Tutti-Frutti Pre-school

• Ahmadmus Muslim Association
• Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
• Ducklings Pre-school • EJP Football League
• MK Seishin Aikido Club • Wendy’s Aerobics
• Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
• Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
• Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers • Tumble Tots

WESTCROFT

Westcroft
Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
• After School Club
(SWASP)
• Ducklings Pre-school
• Ismalis Group
• Jesus Fellowship Church
• MK Pipe Band
• MK Embroiderers' Guild
• MK Society of Artists
• weightwatchers

SHENLEY LODGE

Shenley Lodge
Meeting Place
Faraday Drive,
Shenley Lodge
For bookings
contact:
Wendy
on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
• Bosom Pals
• NCT Baby Club
• Shenley Lodge Pre-School
• Shenley Christian Fellowship
• Reflection/Meditation Group

SHENLEY BROOK END & TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL

Shenley Brook End the
Heart of Milton Keynes
Korfball
The exciting mixed-sex team sport of korfball is growing
fast in Milton Keynes and the Parish is developing as a real
hub for the sports growth.
Tattenhoe Pavilion hosted the 2nd Korfstock in the summer. This
tournament and family fun day included 36 adult teams from around
the UK and several junior teams. It is hoped the event will be double
the size in 2009.
A new adult team, Shenley Brook End Wallabies has just started
playing in League MK alongside its more established sibling MK Roos.
Both teams train at Shenley Brook End School on Wednesday evenings
from 7.30pm. New players, male or female, with or without experience
are very welcome. Contact Darren on 07949411502 for more
information or just turn up.
MKX Under 19 team is also based in the Parish at Shenley Brook End
school, although any player under 19 is welcome to join. Email
youth@mkkorfball.co.uk for more information.
The younger youth scene is also flourishing locally with schools in and
around the parish playing korfball. Shenley Brook End School runs two
after school clubs and has been playing matches for a while. Oxley
Park, Giles Brook and Long Meadow schools are among 12 primary

An Ode to Silver Surfers
The computer swallowed Grandpa.
Yes, honestly it’s true!
He pressed ‘control and ‘enter’
And disappeared from view.
It devoured him completely,
The thought just makes me squirm.
He must have caught a virus
Or been eaten by a worm.
I’ve searched through the recycle bin
And files of every kind;
I’ve even used the Internet,
But nothing did I find.
In desperation, I asked Jeeves
My searches to refine.
The reply from him was negative,
Not a thing was found ‘online.’
So, if inside your ‘Inbox,’
My Grandpa you should see,
Please ‘Copy, Scan’ and ‘Paste’ him
And send him back to me.
This is a tribute to all the Grandmas and Grandpas
who have been fearless and learned to use the
Computer.
They are the greatest!!!
We do not stop playing because we grow old;
We grow old because we stop playing.

NEVER Be The First To Get Old!
schools now playing. All have after school sessions and some are
starting to introduce korfball into lessons.
Several students from Shenley Brook End school and Oxley Park school
took part in a demonstration at half time of the MK Dons v Tranmere
Rovers match on 1st November in front of 9,000 people. This event
was promoting the launch of MKX, the youth team for the whole of
Milton Keynes. U11’s from any school are welcome to attend on
Thursdays from 5-6pm at Courtside in Bletchley and U14’s from any
school are invited to attend on Friday’s from 5-6.30pm at Oakgrove
Leisure Centre, booking is essential for both club nights. Hopefully a
U16 team will be set up very soon. To sign up for MKX please email
youth@mkkorfball.co.uk
Finally, one local young korfballer is making an impact internationally.
14 year old Cameron Prentice of Shenley Brook End School recently
made his international debut for England in a tournament in Belgium.
Cameron was also selected as the Sport MK Young Sports Achiever of
the month for August.
With the European Under 21 Championships in Milton Keynes at
arena:mk in two years time we hope Cameron will have a chance of
being included in the England squad for this major event, and possibly
be joined by other local talented young players.
For more information on korfball please go to:
www.korfballinmk.co.uk

TRADES DIRECTORY

Due to space considerations, the trades directory has
been transferred from the Parish News to the parish
website:
www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Both sections of the directory appear at the same time and are
updated on a regular basis instead of simply once a quarter.
We will also be taking the opportunity to check that all the
subscribers are currently active so that the directory will be as up
to date as possibe.
Also, if you have a website of your own, we can install a link.
If you would like details posted on the site please contact the clerk
on 01908 521538 or emailing clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
We hope you will find this new venture useful.

Bus Service Changes
Route 21: In response to requests to serve
sheltered housing, journeys on this route will now
operate via Livsey Hill instead of Northcroft.
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AT
aste o
Christmas Past
Past
Taste
off Christmas

We believe this is a picture of the Christmas party held in Shenley Brook End
Village Hall around 1956. Do you recognise anyone? If you do, please let us know
and we will put the results on the website in time for Christmas.

NEW LOOK P AR I SH NEWS
We have decided to do our bit for the environment by printing the Parish News on paper from sustainable
sources and we have chosen to use a paper which conforms to the requirements of the FSC (Forest Stewardship
Council). You will find the FSC logo (shown here), on the back page of each issue as confirmation. If you would
like to know more about the Forest Stewardship council go to: www.fsc-uk.org
Although you might be excused for thinking that the buff coloured paper used in the past looked ‘more recycled’
the reality is that it was actually coloured to look like that. We believe that the new paper stock is not only ‘greener’ but actually gives
a sharper, brighter look to the publication. We hope you like it.

AND FULL COLOUR
To take full advantage of the change of paper stock and to present a brighter image we have also taken the decision to go to a full colour
presentation so all 16 pages will be printed in colour. This will give us the opportunity to introduce more colour pictures so if you have
any ideas for items to include in future editions feel free to contact the clerk and let us know.

The Parish News is published by the Parish Council of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes MK4 4DE Tel: 01908 521538
Editor: K. Thomas
Circulation 9,500 to households within the Parish of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
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